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vor ir ANY MAN PROVIDE NOT FOR nis OWN, AND. ESPECIALLY 
ros, THOSE OF ufs OWN HOUSE, HE HATH DENIED Tux FAITH, 


AND 18 WORSE 82 75 AN INFIDEL, 


TANKIN D, even in their depraved and 
X moſt wncivilized condition, are no where 
entirely deſtitute of natural affection. Led by 
| this ſweet impulſe of the Divinity, the moſt 
| favage people upon earth endeavour to ſupply 
the wants of their offspring by all the means 
which their ſituation affords. The toil of the 
_ chaſe is undertaken with pleaſure,— —the diffi- 
culties of traffic are overcome by perſeverance, 
---and even the dangers and calamities of war 
Itſelf are ſteadily encountered, to ſecure the 
neceſſaries of life, and rejoice the Hearts of 


5 their children and domeſtics, 
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1 
We find this to be the cafe even in thoſe 

diſtant climes where the, light of Chriſtianity : 

never ſhone, where the ſound of the goſpel 


never was heard,—and where, perhaps, no re- 


gular ſyſtem of polity as yet exiſts. May we not 


then reaſonably expect in a civilize 4 ſtat e, whe re 
extenſive commerce has poliſhed the manners 


of its inhabitants, where knowledge of the li- 


beral arts gently unfolds the latent powers of the 


mind, and religion ſuperadds her powerful 


motives 0 with ſuch advantages, [ ſay, might 


we not expect) that natural affection would 


| proportionably aCtuate the human mind? 


Alas! experience teaches, that improvement 


in virtue does not always keep pace with the 


means and opportunities of melioration,— 


It is a ſad proof of our fallen ſtate, that in 


our progreſs towards perfection in virtuous at- 


tainments, the advances that we make are re- 
luctant and flow ;—bnt on the contrary, tis 


not unuſual to ſee the man of learning fall, by a 


retrograde motion, from the acquirements he 
bad obtained, into his original ſtate of dege- 


neracy and corruption. Ts 
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In order to correct theſe frailties of our na- 


ture, theſe abuſes of our duty, I ſhall endeavour 740 
to ſhew the obligations by which mankind are 
bound to provide for their reſpective families, 
 whichare threefold, Duin —Political, —and 


TO" 

Firſt 1 all—Nature prefers her indiſputable 
claims. Can a mother forget her ſucking 
child? Can a father forget his beloved off- 


ſpring, that he ſhould not have ſo much com- 
paſſionate affection for them as to provide for 


their neceſſities: Where is the parent that 
could ſee, with an unrelenting heart, the ſon 


of his boſom expoſed to want and miſery ?— 
That could, unconcerned, behold him begging 
bitter bread - perhaps under the aggravated 


diſtreſſes of ſickneſs and diſeaſe ! Callons muſt 


be his heart,—devoid of all thoſe finer feelings 
of the ſoul,—and an utter ſtranger to thoſe ten- 

> der emotions of parental love which ennoble 
human nature! Tt is wonderful indeed, that 

any ſon of Adam, that any Chriſtian at leaſt, 


can be ſo far loſt to-duty and affection, as not 


. e 
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to ſummon up all the powers of the parent, to 
avert thoſe clouds. of er. which hover 
| about, his offspring. 


e 


5 But we are not coals; id by the ties of 
Nature to the diſcharge of this duty; but in a 


political capacity, as members of ſociety alſo, i it 
18 expected from us. . | 


4 The primary W of every well- regulated 
Government is the happineſs of the ſubject. 
Each man is reſtrained from invading another's' 
rights by falutary laws,—and encouraged by 
adequate motives to perform well his part on 
the theatre of life. Thoſe who are poſleſſed of | 
property claim the aſſiſtancę of thoſe who want 

it, —and the latter in return are juſtly entitled = 
to a reward for their ſervice.. Hence ariſe mu- 
tual obligation and reciprocal dependence :— 


as in the body natural, where the members 


(though not all ordained to the ſame office, yet) 
are all eſſentially neceſſary— and as the head 


cannot ſay to the feet,! I have no need of you, 
1 neither | 


A'S) 


= neither. can onde feet reply to the head, we 


* have no need of thee.” e 


Man, as a ſocial creature, not only delights 


| to converſe with the world 1n general, but alſo 
feels an inclination to form a particular con- 
nexion with ſome individual. Imperfect i is 
his enjoyment incomplete his happineſs with- 
out ſuch an union. He wants an help-meer 
for the many viciſſitudes to which he is ex- 
poſed. If proſperous, —one who may Tejoice 


with him, and add a reliſh to his enjoyments | 
by a participation of his bliſs :—If the contrary, 
a friend who may ſhare his misfortunes, and 


by dividing, alleyiate his calamity.——For ſuch 


an invaluable Aſſociate, man ſhrinks not at la- 


bour,—-but © riſes early and late takes reſt, and 
-* eats the bread of carefulneſs,” 


But as in every community there are diver- 


ties of tempers and diſpoſitions, ſome alas! 
E are to be found ſo abandoned, as even to forget | 


every 10 outys as well as that which! is due 


9 


(10 
to their Creator. For ſuch miſcreants, laws are 
enacted that oblige them to maintain their chil- 
dren ſo long as they are able, how unwilling 
or negligent ſoever: — nor are they exonerated 
from this charge, until they are ſo far reduced 
as to want aſſiſtance and relief themſelves. 


The precepts of our religion alſo inculcate 
- this important, indiſpenſable duty. The be- 
 lief of a Supreme Being, who preſides over the 
affairs of the univerſe, is the foundation of all 
religion; and that there is a God, all Nature 
cries aloud through all her works.” 


Various were the falſe religions which ob- 

tained in different parts of the world before the 
goſpel diſpenſation. Many of them were even 

derogatory of that honour and reverence whieh 
their profeſſors pretended to aſcribe unto their 
deities. But, whilſt © darkneſs covered the 
earth, and groſs darkneſs the hearts of the 

85 people, no wonder if their ideas of a Di- | 
vine Nature, and of the worſhip which was 

due to him, were replete with abſurdities and 


miſtakes, 


i 8 < RONT: 
N wy nr ee „% ene te RT — 


— * f 1 * 
* * * 7 5 IS. * 
** „ . 
v 4 * \ 1 7 Ra 22 3 * 


But in theſe latter 1 when God hart 


. © ſpoken unto us by his Son, hen he hath 17 0 


revealed his will to highly- favoured man, 
and pointed out clearly our path to pleaſe him, 
enſuring thereby our eternal happineſs, we 
have no excuſe if we loſe the great reward. 
Nov, as religion in general is founded upon a 
reverence of God, and an expectation of re- 
wards and puniſhments in a future ſlate of ex- 
iſtence ; ſo the Chriſtian religion is a ſyſtem of 
faith and worſhip contained in the New Teſta- 
ment, and laid down by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, | 
who is our Saviour, _ our King, over all 
© God, bleſſed for ever.” 


| . man, whoſe life i a tranſcript of the 
precepts of the goſpel, need not be reminded 
of his duty to his neighbour, much leſs to thoſe 
who are bone of his bone, and fleſb py 7 
He well knows, that © the love of Gad is 
* ſhed abroad” in that heart which can 4 | 
© his brother have need, and ſhut up his bowels 
&* of compaſſion from him.” To © labour with 


4 his hands, in order to ſupport the weak,” 
he. 


hei is convinced to be his duty, much more thoſe > 


1 of his 60 own — houſehold; ” for if even 


4A cup of cold water, beſtowed on a ranger, 
only * becauſe he belongs to Chriſt, ſhall not 
« loſe its reward,” - what benefit muſt accrue 

from a conſcientious diſcharge of our duty in 

every poſſible inſtance 2— Shall we then“ deny 
the faith” and prove ourſelves © worſe than 
> infidels?” Nay, ſhall we debaſe the rational 
creature below the very brutes that periſn? 
who, by unerring inſtinct, never fail to provide 
for their young, to nouriſh them, ſupport and : 


protect them, until they are able 1 to take care 


of themſelves? ts HTy i 


75 may his aſked what thoſe wants and ſac. 
: Bides of our houſehold are, againſt which we 
are thus bound to provide? Food and raiment ) ; 
with ſuitable inſtruction, I preſume, compriſe 
all that is abſolutely neceſſary for us in this 
world. And there are few, one would hope, i 


to thoughtleſs (to uſe no harſher epithet) as 
entirely to neglect this incumbent duty. But 


it is a fact, an incontrovertible fact, that many . 
Ee; | look | 


£2 0-48.) 


look no further than the preſent---think not of 


to-morrow, nor are in the leaſt concerned what 
it may bring forth. 


Bleſt with health, my innen, you are 
now able to work. to brave the ſtormy ſeas, 
and amply provide a maintenance for your 


reſpective families. But can you flatter your- 


ſelves that this will always be the caſe Have 
you never known an inſtance wherein your 


acquaintance, as healthy and hardy as your- 


ſelves, have been incapacitated by ſickneſs, or 
_ diſqualified by accidents, to earn the bread 
| which you now ſo richly taſte Have you 
never heard the forlorn widow lament in dole- 
ful accents the loſs of an indulgent huſband? 
Cannot you ſuppoſe her thus to expreſs | 
the feelings of maternal tenderneſs over her 
| helpleſs orphans ? «I am left, my children, 
e your protector, without the means of pro- 
* tection.— The few comforts of life we en- 
4 joyed in common together, are fled with 


_ « your affectionate parent who procured them, 
* Anxious to een for you and me--—he ſank 


F under 


* 
* — wb 


— -. ww 


NE Tm 
———_ _— — 


— 


——— 


— 


Abo 


OC — . 


* 


—— — —— —— — >: 


* . 
— —— — — 

— — 4 — — — 
22 — —-— — 2 
* 


0 

5 

—— — — — 
— 


* . — 
* — — * 
—— — . — 
— 
— — 
b bw 


preg Tr — ů — — 
— D 5 


— — 

a _ — — re ee — 

— ũ—j—y— — — — — 
” 


- — — 
— — 


— — * — — — 
— wwe ung eo. =. A 4 
#- wow 
— 
— 


— — 


— — 
by — —O—_— 


4 


* 


— 
© Sun 


8 


— —— 2 4 — 


— — 


— ç— 


— —— 
— — — — — 


ak 
— — 
—— agg 
1 
mou * 
. £ 


> - 3 9 


72 14 5 
& kd i 104d of evils which his Gliettide 


ſuggeſted. The bittetneſs of death was en · 


c creaſed with the apprehenfions of what we 


 * ſhould ſuffer when we were left behind him. 
The ſtroke is now given, and we feel what 
« ' I beheld at a diftance with gloomy horror. 


But though the ſcene be thus wofully 


* changed though every comfort be vaniſh- | 

ed. under the providence of the Almighty 
ye will not deſpair. Thy ways, O God, are 
unſearchable ·—and if it ſeem good to thee to 


r deprive us of the means of ſubſiſtence here, 


4 (for all thy diſpenſations, however unpala- 
table, are tender mercies) grant us, gracibus 
« God! ſoon to meet, where tears, and _ 
2 and anguiſh, hall be known no 


„Nele to aggravate, . k. polble her + diſrel ; 


that hufband had a few days before left her 
in health and ſpirits- --little dreaming, alas! that 
in fo ſhort a time he would bid an everlaſting * 
adieu to all things here below !==—Have you 
| never heard ob a caſe like this —1 dare ſay you 
have. 5 


| * Sce-st . on Compaſſion. 


| * 


4 


| haves: 11 ſo, by what ;nfallible . means are Re 2 
exempt from ſharing the ſame fate ?—Expoſed 1 

to file dangers—compoſed of the like frail 

materials—your lot to be hurt, to ſicken, or to 


die, may not be far diſtant. But if that Provi- 


dence, which hath. hitherto preſerved you, 
ſhould continue to be the lifter up of your 

head, even unto a good old age you cannot 
Hope that it will be with you then as it hath 


been in the days which are paſt.— our eyes 


having loſt their piercing ſight, —your brawny OE 
arms become weak and feeble, —and your once 


active limbs, ſcarce able to ſupport the totter- 
ing body, will be very unfit to perform the ne- 


5 Inv yas ur "_— 


40h PA of hel caſes let me ſuppoſe it poſſi 


; ble for one or other of you-to be repreſented, 
Probably ſome may languiſh upon a bed of 


ceſſary duty, and much more ſo to undergo | 
_ thoſe hardſhips to which the occupation — a 


ſickneſs before the expiration of many days. 
If ſo have you ever thought of making a pro- 
Wa againſt that time of need? ?—Out of the 


A abundance 


it 16) 


and - abundance of your wages is there ought reſery- 
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ed againſt that day of calamity ? Perhaps 
you are married—married to a deſerving wo- 
mana woman who loyes you as her own ſoul, 
and who has brought you ſome ſweet pledges 
of her conjugal affection.— Could your mind 
be tranquil at the dreary proſpect of want ſtar- 
ing you in the face ?—attended by a diſconſo- 
late wife, and ſurrounded by your helpleſs chil- 
dren—without any means of comfort or ſup- 
port for the one or for the other, except by their 
6 2 the cold hand of charity; Sh 
"Brock the breaking of a rope,— from the ; 
flipping of your hand or foot, —and from num- 
berleſs other caſualties, you might any of you 
be reduced to the ſame deplorable ſituation— 
And ſhould it pleaſe God, either by conſuming 
diſeaſe, or the more ſudden viſitation. of his 
Providence (by means improperly called acci- 
dents) to remove you from this tranſitory 
world you may eaſily ſuppoſe what would 


prove the portion of your wretched family, in 


gaſe you have made no proviſion for them. 


In 


21 


* EIN 
© #: 2 0 
1 3 


0 7 . 
In Ike manner, the infirmities of old: age 


even with a competence, will be a ſufficient trial 


of your patience and reſignation to the Divine 


will; —excluſive of the bitter reflection of 


having been improvident, if not wilfully ex- 


travagant in your youth, which has at laſt ter- 


minated 1 in a miſerable poverty. 


+ e 1 e big: by wiſe men, al- 


ways been eſteemed preferable to that of remedy: 
—and in no inſtance is it more ſtrikingly ve- 
ified than in the ſubje& which claims our pre- 


ſent conſideration.——To obviate the extreme 


of miſery,—to ſmooth the pillow of indigent 
ſickneſs, - to alleviate the pungent ſufferings of 


misfortune, —and to pour ſome comfort into 


drooping nature,—is what I am deſirous to re- 


bo commend, as the reſult of ſubſidiary inſtitutions 


like this which we now piouſiy eee 


There! is no plan which man's inventive fa- 
is has yet hit upon, more likely to anſwer 


theſe ſalutary purpoſes than that of Societies, 


—— upon — princi iples, and under 
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wiſe regulations, for mutual relief. With a view 

to this important end has the PRO VIDA T 
 A$S80CIATION been formed, which well de- 
ſerves every encouragement and ſupport.— 
Though as yet in its infancy, and ſtill capable 
of being more extenſively uſeful, its good el · 
fects muſt already be evident to us all. 


. * * 
2 . r 3 
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Were I to attempt 10 n of all its 

5 beneficial effects, your patience would be ex- 
| hauſted by my tranſgreſſing the bounds of a = 
Ia motlern diſcourſe; - therefore I muſt be con- 
* tent only to mention ſome of its ſalutary — 
quences.—Is it not a chearing proſpect to the 
mind of man when light ariſes out of darkneſs? 

 —Should pale diſeaſe ſpread languor o'er your 
frame (I ſpeak to thoſe who are members of 
| this ſociety) and confine you in your habita- | 
tion, to the couch or to the bed Should you 
have the misfortune to break your limbs—or A 
otherwiſe be deprived of their uſe In either 
caſe you are not thereby totally bereft of the 

neceſſaries of life, Even when hoary age, with 
 Hhenumbiog embrace, ſhall have gradually fro- 
9h N 


(/ 10 * | 
zen up vhs ponies ef ln, you will (like 
the ceconomical ant) be provided of ſuſtenance = 
againſt the ſtern winter of life. That trifling 
ſum which you now ſo wiſely ſpare out of the 

lawful earnings of your vocation, will then re- 
turn to you with ample intereſt. ——Stormy 
winds may howl—thundering tempeſts rage— - 
and boiſterous ſeas may ſhipwreck the weary 
» failor—you will then feel, by happy experience, 
that you have ſecured a comfortable retreat 
from thoſe buſy, dangerous ſcenes—and may 
recount, with ſafety, (O] may it be with grati- 
tude!) the many you to which 25 have been 
e 5 5 


- Bar: Gd this 8 is not 3 
to yourſelves,—for, whether in the bloom of 
youth, or in the evening of your days, you laß 
down upon the bed of death, ,—it is a ſolacing 
lection, that your wives and infant offspring 
will reap the benefit of your provident care.— 
And is it not an exhilarating thought, that, 
'-whenever it ſhall pleaſe God to call you, they 
Will not be * deftiture of ſupport ; but 
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may, by their c own. eden; added to the 


tum they will be entitled to from this Aſſocia- 
tion, be enabled to live in a decent and com- 


fortable way Ho much more conducive 
to their happineſs, and congenial to their feel- 
ings is this, than to leave them in a ſelfſh world 
—conligned to the mercy of inhumanity, —and 


the parochial allowance of a work-houſe! 


Be punctual then in your contributions to 
this excellent fund, —and conſider (which is a 


proud thought) that hereby you preſerve your 
independence, as far as it can be applied to the 
imperfect ſtate of man — and lay up in ſtore for 
yourſelves and houſeholds, that which you may 
demand as your right, and which will be a 
comfortable proviſion I" the day 1 ne- 
eelſty. 


Another inducement, (which is the laſt I 


ſhall at preſent mention) to promote and en- 
courage Societies like this, is, hereby you diſ- 
charge one of the prime duties of a Chriſtian ; 
as we are informed by the word of God, that 


all 


35 55 | ( 21 y 
: all our - hinge uit bout Charity are, nothin "”— 
and that our love to God can only be diſplayed 
by our good-will to mari It is not only a pro- 
vident care for yourſelves, againſt | a time of 
need, but it i is an act of charity to your bre= 


thren An act which would reflect honour 5 
on the higheſt ſtation, and add dignity to the 


moſt exalted character How generous, how 


a humane, how happy the reflection, that you 


become inſtrumental to the relief, comfort, and 


: ſuſtenance of thoſe with whom you thus aſſo- 
_ cate, whenever they may require it“ always 


"8 remembering the words of the Lord Jeſus, 


how he 7 75 I. is more e bleſſed to 4 than rg 


« to receive.” * 


* 


e 1 pe, has * aid concerning 
the utility of this Inſtitution to encourage us 


to adhere ſtedfaſtly to our engagements and 


Independence. 15 
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i eel to induce others who are not members of 4 
this or ſome other ſimilar plan, to unite in par- 
1 ticipating and diſtributing Philanthropy and 
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A let us forget, my Chriſtian Brethreny 
whilſt we are careful and troubled about many 


things, that one thing eſpecially “ is needful:”” 


—Whilſt we are provident for the periſhing | 
body, let us not neglect the ſoul—that un- 


erring monitor which reminds us of the grave, 
and yet informs us (what Revelation hath con- 


firmed) that it will never _die.— „ What will it 
“ profit a man if he ſhould gain (were it poſſi- 


| ble) the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul ?” 


Alt behoves us then to be ſtrictly upon our 


5 guard e as thoſe who wait for the coming of 


their Lor "—ſceing * the faſhion of this 
« world paſſeth away, and there is no work, 
5 85 nor device, nor wiſdom, nor en. in 


8 the grave, whither we 18 going.“ 


, 


a Is eee chiefly Ke: ks the 


peculiar neceſſity of their ſpeedy preparation 


for another world might emphatically be urged, 
—for they, literally ſpeaking, whilſt at ſea, —are 
in. jeopardy every hour,—But as time will not ad- 


mit of a ſpecial application to then, —and as we | 
all * our 2 here n a very preca- 


* ious 


ne 


. „ 

rious tentire=-a lender thread indeed wllich 
may break at every breeze, '—let us all be 
. prevailed upon to make a proper uſe of thoſe 


few moments which we have yet to live. 


Much remains to be done by each of ug—and 
what ſpace is allotted us for the great work of 


our falvation is uncertain.-—-Perhaps with 


_ ſome, even the ri fep is not yet taken to- 


wards an eternity of happineſs : and if there be 
any in this aſſembly who are ignorant of their 


fallen ſtate by nature, and have never yet conſi- 
dered the error of their ways, (O © think me not 


© your enemy becauſe I tell you the truth”)— 
be perſuaded to reflect on what a precipice 


you ſtand Not he who ſleeps upon the top 
of a maſt | is more expoſed to temporal danger, 


than you are to eternal miſery,-—If you are 


overtaken by death in this ſinful and unrege- | 
nerate condition, you are miſerable for ever: 
God grant that you may © ſee the things which 2 
> belong to your * before _ be hid from 


your eyes.” 


Are 
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{i there any amongſt us who are but 


alngf Ohriſtians Who are half inclined to 
lead a godly life but are perpetually ſtarting 
| aſide, like a broken bow !' O may that decla- 
ration of the Moſt High God efficaciouſſy 
reduce them to a divine life,—* If any man 


« draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure 


« in him.“ Had not our Saviour himſelf 1 in- 

; formed us, we mult have acknowledged 1 it to be 
an indiſputable truth, that no man cun ſerve two | 
mafters.—Therefore, we muſt either be the ſer- 
vants of God, or the ſervants of Mammon.--- - 
Let ſacred admonitions like theſe have their 


due weight Chuſe ye this day whom ye will 


« ſerve. „ To-day, whilſt it is called to-day, 


« if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts for, behold, now is the accepted time 15 


= behold, now is the day of ſalvation.“ —- 


4 geek ye the Lord, therefore, while he 1 


4 be found; call ye upon him while he is near: 
Let the wicked forlake his way, and the un- 


ö « righteous man his thoughts—and let him 


6 return unto the Lord, and he will have mer - 


45 + abundantly W 


. 


© oy upon him, and unto our God, for he will 


1 Fm Y 
 Merciful God, enable us to accept thes gra- 
, Cious invitation give us to ſee the exceeding 

' finfulneſs of ſin—work in us a ſincere and 

f hearty repentance of our paſt miſconduct, and 

confirm our reſolution to lead a new life. O! 
may we no longer be led captive by the devil at 
his will—nor enſlaved by our carnal luſts and 
55 paſſions .--but, (“ laying aſide every weight, 

and eſpecially the fin that hath” hitherto 
« ſo eaſily beſet us) henceforth, © run with 

© patience the race that is ſet before us; and, 
by thine almighty aid, © yield ourſelves ſer- 
vants of righteouſneſs unto holineſs, that our 
„„ end may be everlaſting life, through the 
merits * Jeivs Chriſt our Saviour, Amen, 
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